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INT-08 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 OMB-01 PM-07 RSC-01 SAM-01 
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FM AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4879 
INFO USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 

UNCLAS BONN 14189 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, GW SU 

SUBJECT: SOVIET NATURAL GAS FOR THE FRG 

1. ACCORDING TO SEPT 6 NEWSPAPER REPORTS, THE 

GERMAN RUHRGAS AG AND THE SOVIET V/O SOJUZNAFTA EXPORT 
HAVE COMPLETED THEIR NEGOTIATIONS ON 
A THIRD CONTRACT FOR DELIVERY OF RUSSIAN NATURAL 
GAS TO THE FRG. THE CONTRACT, INVOLVING A GAS 
VOLUME OF BETWEEN 1.5 AND 2.5 BILLION CUBIC METERS OF 
GAS PER YEAR FROM 1978 THROUGH 2000, IS PLANNED 
TO BE SIGNED IN MOSCOW IN OCT. TOGETHER WITH THE 
QUANTITIES COVERED IN TWO EARLIER CONTRACTS OF 1970 
AND 1972, A TOTAL OF 8.5 BILLION CUBIC METERS OF 
SOVIET NATURAL GAS WILL THUS BE AT GERMAN DISPOSAL 
BY 1980. 

2. LIKE THE TWO PRECEEDING CONTRACTS, THE NEW 
CONTRACT IS ALSO PART OF A TRIANGULAR TRANSACTION 
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UNDER WHICH THE GERMAN STEEL INDUSTRY-PRIMARILY 
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M ANNF.SM ANN-WTT ,T . DELIVER LARGE PIPES INTO THE 
SOVIET UNION WHICH WILT. BE PAID FOR THROUGH GAS 
DELIVERIES. 

HILLENBRAND 
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